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This handbook is designed to answer most of your q uestions regarding the NHS Bandé 

what we do, what you can expect , and what is expected of you.   Congratulations  on becoming a 

part of this exciting activity.  W e are so pleased to have you as pa rt of our family ! 

 

A commitment form is required to be signed by each student participating, agreeing to attend all rehearsal and 

competitions. As well as acknowledging receipt of this handbook and agreeing to follow the rules and policies 

as stated.  The form must be returned no later than Tuesday, July 7.  If for any reason you will not be present at 

band rehearsal that evening, send me an email at Percman692@yahoo.com to let me know you will be brining 

it to the next rehearsal. 

 

 

Attendance  
Dedication is expected by all the students and attendance is the key to that.  In order for the band to be 

successful we need all students present and on time, every time (to be early is to be on time).  
Everyone needs to be ready with a positive attitude five minutes before rehearsal begins.  This 

means you are in the band room or on the field (drum majors, section leaders, or guard captains 
will be able to tell you where rehearsal is each day) quiet, with pencil, instrument out and ready to 

play, five minutes prior to rehearsal beginning, so we can begin promptly.  
 
This is an academic course. Attendance is not optional and absences will significantly affect your grade.  Please 
understand, even if just one student is not present it adversely affects the entire ensembles ability to rehearse 
effectively and is extremely detrimental to the entire bandΩǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜΦ  If you have a truly extenuating 
circumstance, and must be absent, there is a form that must be handed in to the Director no less than one 
week before an absence. In the event of a last minute unavoidable emergency you must notify me before the 
beginning of rehearsal by phone at 720-5442 or by email at KogutR@Naugy.net.  The absentee form must still 
be completed upon your return.  All absentee form must always be signed by both the student and the 
parent. Missing of rehearsals and or performance is subject to immediate dismissal from the group.  
 
 

Summer rehearsals  
¢ƘŜǎŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ǊŜƘŜŀǊǎŀƭΩǎ ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ spent on learning and memorizing our fall show 
music, as well as developing proper playing techniques, and basic marching technique.  
This is a very important time for the band to build a team focus and work ethic.  All 
students are expected to attend all summer rehearsals as stated in the attendance 
policy above.  The only exception to that policy is for these summer night rehearsals, 
and you are excused only if you are out of town on a family vacation (this does NOT 
include band camp, all students MUST be present EVERY day and evening).  Students 
must fill out an absentee form in that event and forms must be submitted well in advance.  
Forms can be obtained in the band room on the bulletin board.  
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Band Camp ς Band camp is the foundation for our season!  It is an extremely important rehearsal time for 

the band.  This time is used to teach marching basics, final memorization of the fall show music, the marching 
and maneuvering drill formations, and putting all the elements together.   
 
We are trying a new schedule this year for Band Camp-   shortening the number of 12 hour days, adding 
Thursday evening rehearsals for the full band in August, and lengthening the last 3 night only rehearsals the 
week school begins to include sectional time from 5-6pm and full band from 6-9pm. Please see the schedule at 
the end of the book with the exact dates and times of camp and all rehearsals.  August rehearsals will be 
extremely important as we will begin marching and drill earlier this year.  
 
Section leader training and Newbie time will now be from 5-6pm two nights during August to help everyone 
adjust to their new roles and routines.   

 
All Marching Band members are required to be at band camp full time. The week is for the full band and will run 
from 9am to 9pm.  Rehearsals start promptly on time.  Students are expected to arrive 5-10 minutes early to 
be prepared for rehearsal.  (Band Council and Drum Majors are expected 30 minutes early for set up) 

 
Rehearsals run in three rehearsal blocks:   

Æ 9:00-12:00 is for marching basics and drill   
Æ 1:00-4:00pm is to continue teaching drill formations  
Æ 6:00-9:00pm is for music and later in the week for music and drill together 

 
A morning and afternoon snack is provided daily to the students by the Band Parent Association and a water 
station is set up for you to refill your water bottles.  However, students are required to come prepared with an 
insulated container with water to start the day.   

 
Students have one hour for lunch and it is recommended they bring their lunch or they may leave campus to 
one of the fast food restaurants close to NHS. Students MUST take a buddy and are not to go anywhere alone.  
Students have a two hour break for dinner.  There is no supervision during this time.  It is highly recommended 
that students go home.  The band room is typically locked up during this time.  Many students take turns going 
to a ŦǊƛŜƴŘΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ Ǝƻ ƛƴ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ Ŧŀǎǘ ŦƻƻŘ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘǎ.  All must return by 
5:50pm to be ready to rehearse on time.   

 
 



Hereôs a list to help you be prepared for camp! 
 

 

 

What to wear? 
V Comfortable sneakers (absolutely no flip flops or sandals ς ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ άǇƛǘέ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ), shorts, a hat, and 

lots of sunscreen!  The parking lot is very sunny and hot so be prepared.   
 

 
 
 

What to bring? 

V All students are required 

o 3-ring binder to organize the show music/drill 

o pencil (for noting changes to drill/music) 

o dot book ς provided to students by the Parent 

Association 

V A cooperative and positive attitude (very important) 

V Sunscreen and bug spray 
 
 
 
 
 

What about food and drink? 

V Lunch is from 12pm-1pm. Dinner is from 4pm-6pm. Note: rehearsal begins promptly after break.  
Students are expected to be in the band room/on the field and prepared to begin promptly and 
should be on campus 10 minutes before start time. 

V Students are allowed to leave campus during their lunch and dinner breaks.  You must return on time 
and should not go anywhere alone. You must take a buddy with you. 

V Bring a cooler with food for lunch and dinner if staying on campus for meals. 

V Cold thermos with άLŎŜ ²ŀǘŜǊέ ƻƴƭȅΦ  bƻ άǎǳƎŀǊŜŘέ ōŜǾŜǊŀƎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
bees.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You need to drink a lot of water at camp to stay hydratedé itôs very hot on that pavement! 



Evening Rehearsals during the season ς these rehearsals are every Tuesday and Thursday 

evening from 6pm ς 9:10pm.  Why the extra 10 minutes you ask?  It is so we can have a full 3 hour rehearsal 
and allows me ten minutes to provide you with important information regarding the ǿŜŜƪΩǎ schedule, to recap 
our ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΩǎ rehearsal, and handout any paperwork needed, etc.  The attendance policy is in effect for these 
rehearsals. You should expect that at least one evening per week ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ΨǎŜŎǘƛƻƴŀƭǎΩ from 5-6pm, which 
will be run by your Section Leader. 
 
 

�d�Z�����D�}�À�]�v�P���}�(���^�W�/�d�_��ς Pit is the group of large instruments that do not move or march on the field 

during the show such as marimbas, vibes, gongs.  They are placed on the front of the field 
and enhance the overall musicality of the band. These instruments must be moved to and 
from the practice and competition site.  Each section of the band is put onto a rotational 
schedule to help the move these instruments.  The Band Council President will post and 

announce, the schedule for which section will help on a rotating basis.  The students should 
be prepared to be a few minutes early or to stay a few minutes late on their respective 
days. 

 
 

Parades - We support our community through the four parades we do each year.  

These parades are mandatory performances and are part of the absentee policy.  We 
march on Veterans Day, Ansonia and Naugatuck Memorial Day Parades, and the Flag 
Day parade. 
 
 

Football Games ς The band plays at all home football games and the Thanksgiving Day Game (home or 

away).  All students are expected to attend all games.  The band performs the National Anthem at the start of 
the game,  ΨǇŜǇ ǘǳƴŜǎΩ Řǳring the game and performs our Marching Band Show during half time.  Dress is 
ά/ƭŀǎǎ .έ ǳƴƛŦƻǊƳ with theme t-shirt, except for Thanksgiving Day when the white ά/ƭŀǎǎ !έ uniform is worn 
weather permitting. 
 
When the band parents are running concessions at the games the band students are provided with a food 
ticket for a free hotdog and soda (no substitutions).  However, when it is the football parents turn at 
concessions, the students must pay for food if they want to eat (for about $5 you will get a soda, hotdog, 
chips).  Students are typically given the third quarter of the game off to eat.   When the Thanksgiving Day 
game is at home, that is the only game the band parents have concessions. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 


